Enlightened
Woman
Leaves
Christianity Due to Jesus and
the Apostles’ Dehumanizing
Language
Portland, Oregon – Emily Van Zant has been a churchgoer all
her life, until now. She was born and raised attending
church “any time the doors were open,” as she puts it. But
recently, the more she reads the Bible, the more problems she
has with the tone and rhetoric from some of Christianity’s key
figures.
“I tried for a long time to ignore the angry and hostile
language that many of the Apostles were spewing. My breaking
point was when I realized that this problem originated with
Jesus. I decided I could no longer align myself with such
intolerant and dehumanizing language and ideology. All people
are valuable and created with the spark of divinity. Calling
them ‘a brood of vipers’ or ‘white-washed tombs’ was just a
bridge too far for me. Shouldn’t we be showing love to
everyone, not just those that agree with us?”
Ms. Van Zant joins a growing number of disillusioned exChristians who are looking to live out their faith in a more
inclusive and tolerant manner. Ms. Van Zant continues:
“I was already struggling with Paul calling Jews “dogs” in
Philippians 3:2. But when a good friend of mine pointed out
that Jesus called a Canaanite woman a “dog” I knew this sort
of intolerance and bigotry was something I could no longer
condone. I embarked on a journey of reflection and factfinding, and I realized this intolerance went deeper than just
language. It was foundational to the entire Christian faith.
Jesus’ entire ministry and message were built on non-

inclusivity, intolerance, and self-centeredness. He actually
taught that he was the only way to heaven! The level of
arrogance it takes to make that claim is mindboggling. That
was his path, and I respect him for that, but you can’t force
your path on anyone else. You aren’t allowed to tell other
people that their path is wrong. That’s not how this works.
More and more people are seeing the truth and coming to the
realization that the party is over for Jesus and his good time
buddies of intolerance.”
For the time being, Emily Van Zant is on her own path, seeking
knowledge, wisdom, and faith in a number of religions and
faiths.
“I will keep looking until I find something that works best
for me. And once I do, I will be sure to tell everyone how
intolerant and bigoted they are if they disagree with me.”

