500 Words or Less Reviews:
The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty
I watched The Secret Life of Walter Mitty in August of 2014.
It was a passion project for Ben Stiller, the director and
lead actor on the film. It is an adaptation of the short
story
by
James
Thurber.
It
is
a
very
sincere
film. If earnestness gets on your nerves then you probably
won’t like it. It was rejected by most filmgoers and I am
unsure why.[1. The film was not well received, scoring only
51% at Rotten Tomatoes and grossing only $58 million in the US
box office on a $90 million budget.] It’s not perfect and
there are a few missteps along the way, but overall, I think
the film accomplishes what it sets out to do.
Walter Mitty is a negative assets manager for Life
Magazine. Life is in the process of publishing their
final edition – and the negative that is intended to be the
cover photo is lost. Walter is tasked with finding it. The
film is an interesting blend of reality and whimsical, daydream type fantasy. Walter loves his job but he yearns for his
life to matter more – to be more fulfilling. As the film
progresses we get to watch Walter step out of his comfort zone
and start to live the life he has long lived in his dreams.
Few films have challenged me the way this one did. I wrote the
following after watching it:
“I have a job that I don’t love. I would rather be doing
something else, though I don’t know what. I am not unhappy
with my current job. In fact, I am more content at work now
than I probably have ever been in my adult life. Yet
sometimes, I feel like I ought to be doing something more
spiritually rewarding. At least, that is how I feel when I

hear Christians talk about jobs and careers.
This movie helped me take stock of my life. I don’t find my
identity in my career. I find it in relationships. My standing
with God. My relationship with my wife, my kids, my family and
my friends. I find my identity in service in my church and
outside of it. But, I still feel like there is something more
that I should or could be doing.
So, I am going to try to figure that out. I loved how Walter
pushed himself and discovered new ways of viewing his life. I
want to try to push myself in ways that might make me
uncomfortable at first. How that will look is beyond me right
now, but I’m going to try to figure it out. I am very
comfortable and I don’t think that is a place that God really
wants any of us to be. So, I am going to change that, if I
can.”
While it was still a year before any real changes happened,
this movie was the impetus to getting Rambling Ever On off the
ground. It was an idea we had toyed with for some time, but
this movie pushed me to make it a reality. Depending on your
opinion of REO, you can thank or curse Walter Mitty.

